BOROUGH  OF  DAVENTRY 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


DAVENTRY  BOROUGH  COUNCIL 


Telephone: 
Daventry  2175 


Health  Dept, , 
Moot  Hall, 
DAVENTRY, 
Northants , 


To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Daventry, 


I have  the  honour  to  present  my  seventh  Annual  Report  on  the  Healthy 
and  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  town  incorporating  that  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspector . 

The  town  continues  to  expand,  and  in  November  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  gave  sanction  for  a population  increase  of  up  to 
25,  000  as  an  overspill  area  for  the  city  of  Birmingham.  A new  era  therefore 
awaits  the  town,  and  the  prospect  of  this  expansion  is  a stimulating  and 
exciting  one. 

The  health  of  the  town  continues  to  be  satisfactory.  Gradually  the 
unhealthy  cramped  central  areas  are  being  cleared,  the  tenants  rehoused  and 
the  area  replanned.  Elsewhere  a fine  new  town  is  emerging  provided  both  by 
private  enterprise  and  the  Council.  The  swimming  pool  has  had  its  first  year 
of  use  and  has  proved  to  be  an  amenity  of  immense  value,  both  to  the  Town 
and  the  surrounding  district. 

The  population  increase  this  year  was  from  5820  to  5980.  There  was 
a decline  in  the  Birth  Rate  of  13  on  last  year.  The  Crude  Rate  being  18,7 
(SR  17.5)  . The  national  figure  is  18. 

There  were  102  deaths  during  the  year,  showing  a rise  of  16  on  last 
year*s  figure,  and  giving  a Crude  Rate  of  17.05  and  a Standard  Rate  of  11.7, 
which  is  below  the  national  figure  of  11.9.  The  high  Crude  Rate  being  due  t^o 
the  presence  in  the  town  of  an  institution  for  the  aged.  Once  again  the  deaths 
show  a preponderance  of  those  diseases  which  occur  in  the  more  elderly 
members  of  the  community,  that  is  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation  and 
the  cancers,  and  a decline  in  deaths  from  infectious  illnesses. 

There  was  a slight  decline  in  the  notification  of  infectious  diseases 
the  number  falling  from  64  to  61.  There  was  a fall  in  measles  notifications 
from  48  to  30.  Only  1 case  of  Sonne'' dysentery  is  reported.  There  were  no 

cases  of  food  poisoning. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  cases  of  smallpox,  imported  from 
Pakistan,  arose  in  various  parts  of  the  country.  There  were  no  cases  in 
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Northamptonshire,  but  the  period  which  extended  until  the  Autumn  was  an 
amcious  one,  and  preparations  were  made  for  the  possibility  of  infection. 

There  were  some  contacts  in  the  surrounding  district  though  none  in  the  town 
itself.  Large  numbers  of  the  public  were  vaccinated  at  their  own  request  who 
had  not  contemplated  this  necessity  in  times  of  freedom  from  infection. 

There  was  however  no  panic  in  this  area.  Vaccination  should  be  performed 
as  a routine  procedure  during  the  second  year  of  life,  and  not  as  a mass 
precaution  in  times  of  infections. 

The  campaign  against  poliomyelitis  proceeded,  and  further  considerable 
numbers  received  protection,  I continue  to  express  extreme  satisfaction  at 
the  high  figure  for  diphtheria  immunisations.  This  year  there  were  112  births 
recorded,  and  the  total  number  of  diphtheria  immunisations  was  119  under  1 
year  with  a total  for  all  ages  of  132  immunisations.  Once  again  I congratulate 
the  public  for  their  response  and  the  doctors  and  nurses  concerned  for  their 
work  in  the  achievement  of  this  high  figure. 

Again  this  year  I wish  to  express  my  appreciation  for  the  very  high 
standard  of  medical  care  which  the  general  practitioners  give  to  the  town, 
for  their  enthusiasm  and  also  for  the  very  excellent  co-operation  which  the 
health  department  receives  from  them. 

Many  residents  of  the  town  are  now  over  65  and  the  needs  of  the  older 
members  of  the  community  play  an  increasing  part  in  the  plans  for  health  ^ 
and  welfare  services.  The  voluntary  organisations  who  help  old  people  give 
an  excellent  and  much  needed  service.  The  ladies  who  give  so  generously  of 
their  time  to  this  good  cause  are  carrying  out  a fine  public  service  which  i s 
greatly  appreciated.  An  account  of  the  activities  of  the  Darby  and  Joan  Club 
is  included  in  the  section  on  old  people  of  the  report. 

Some  progress  has  been  made  in  eradicating  unfit  dwellings  and  a total 
of  8 condemned  properties  were  demolished  and  4 more  closed  for  human 
habitation.  It  was  unfortunate  that  the  building  of  Council  houses  was  curtailed 
owing  to  financial  restrictions.  However  a block  of  four  shops  with 
maisonettes  were  built  on  the  housing  estate.  Private  enterprise,  however, 
supplied  32  new  dwellings  with  a further  18  under  construction  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  The  number  of  applications  for  Council  houses  continues  to  rise  and 
at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  176  applicants  on  the  housing  list  as 
compared  with  150  for  the  previous  year.  During  the  year  19  Council  houses 
became  vacant  and  were  let  to  those  on  the  housing  register. 

The  improvements  and  modernisation  of  older  properties  continues  and 
during  the  year  1 Discretionary  Grant  and  8 Standard  Grants  were  approved. 

The  water  continues  to  be  supplied  by  the  Mid— Northants  Water  Board, 
The  supply  is  satisfactory,  and  is  of  great  benefit  to  the  town. 
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The  new  sewage  disposal  works  which  were  completed  in  1959 
and  designed  to  deal  with  a population  of  6,000  have  now  reached  the  stage 
when  they  are  being  overloaded.  As  an  interim  measure  steps  are  being 
taken  to  deal  with  the  steadily  increasing  flow  of  sewage  to  the  works  but 
further  new  disposal  works  are  essential  for  the  future  development  of  the 

town . 


It  is  evident  from  the  foregoing  report  that  the  environmental  health 
of  the  town  is  reasonably  satisfactory.  Slum  clearance  is  not  yet  complete, 
but  with  adequate  alternative  housing  accommodation  this  object  could  be 
achieved.  It  remains  necessary  to  exert  vigilance  in  the  control  of  infectious 
disease  in  the  supervision  of  shops,  factories,  atmospheric  pollution,  and  in 
the  handling  and  preparation  of  food. 

There  are,  however,  many  aspects  of  life  which  are  not  conducive  to 
the  full  physical  and  spiritual  health  of  the  community  and  it  becomes 
necessary  to  consider  where,  in  a prosperous  society  within  a Welfare 
State,  lie  the  hazards  which  confront  the  people. 

There  is  still  much  stress,  mental  illness,  delinquency  and  crime. 
Family  life  may  be  less  stable,  and  an  increasing  number  of  mothers  are 
employed  outside  the  home.  The  material  benefits  often  outweigh  the  needs 
of  the  developing  child.  Society  is  not  providing  for  these  needs  at  present, 
and  the  problem  of  the  working  mother  requires  consideration.  The  genesis 
of  much  mental  ill  health  lies  in  the  early  formative  years  of  childhood. 

Faulty  dietary  habits,  though  food  is  plentiful  are  common.  Dental 
decay  and  obesity  are  preventable  and  are  far  too  common.  It  is  probable 
that  early  arterial  disease  resulting  in  coronary  disease  and  strokes  may  be 
related  to  lack  of  exercise,  faulty  diet  and  stress. 

Accidents  are  numerous,  crippling  and  often  fatal  both  on  the  roads 
and  in  the  home.  Nearly  all  can  be  prevented  by  forethought  and  consideration. 
Accidents  are  now  the  commonest  cause  of  death  in  the  2nd  and  3rd  decades  in 
males . 


The  report  on  the  relationship  between  cigarette  smoking  and  lung 
cancer  was  published  this  year  by  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians.  The 
public  memory  is  short  and  the  facts  relating  to  this  subject  must  be 
constantly  reiterated  so  that  at  least  each  succeeding  generation  of  young  people 
may  be  aware  of  the  dangers.  Smoking  may  also  be  a potent  aggravator 
and  cause  of  chronic  bronchitis  and  heart  disease. 

Thus  the  future  holds  many  challenges.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
will  be  successfully  vanquished,  and  together  with  the  advances  in  scientific 
progress  may  continue  to  alleviate  human  suffering. 
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I wish  to  express  my  continued  thanks  to  Mr,  Schofield,  the  Public 
Health  Inspector  for  his  diligent  work  throughout  the  year,  to  those  who 
have  contributed  to  the  compilation  of  this  report,  to  the  Chairman  and 
members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  help  and  encouragement 
and  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  details  of  preventive 
measures  against  infectious  disease. 


JOAN  M.  ST.  V.  DAWKINS, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


August,  1963, 
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BOROUGH  OF  DAVENTRY 


Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee: 

Councillor  (Mrs.)  L.F.  Jones  (Chairman) 

Councillor  T.R.  Webb  (Vice-Chairman) 

Aldermen  L.  B.  Butcher,  G.  Williams 

Councillors  A.F,  Crisp,  J.E.  Lodge, 

G.W.A,  Sharp,  L.E.  Whitmee 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Borough  of  Daventry: 

Joan  M.St.V,  Dawkins,  M.  B.  B.S.  ,D.  P.H.  ,D,C.H,  ,. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Also  holds  the  appointment  of 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Daventry  Rural  District  Council 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Brixworth  Rural  District  Council 
Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and 

County  School  Medical  Officer 

G.N.  Schofield,  R,  S.  I,  J,  B,  , M.  A,  P,  H.  1. , 

Public  Health  Inspector 

Certified  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Foods, 

Shops  Act  Inspector, 

Petroleum  Officer 


5 


■K 


’V:  . ' 


'V 


*■ 

I 


" ► :.r 


y e T 4J  ? V •.  U '10  H-CU  o n O 3 


<« 


aiidir^  tJ^iUjo  utodait^yx 

^ ^ . ..  ..-^• 

A ^ 

(tTr'*.Ji'sr<;J*^)  b::*iow.  (,'9‘xj^i)  soinozixroD 


;/;rnn:ih'iri^3^fV)  ntJoW  .;i,T  *iOjllon:.'nO— 


,0  ^•A0iIoJ4-'5  .£7 

,tI,‘C  ,.,ai*xO  , Tf.,A  li’ioiUnnxi':  D 
c^^XI^x!^ fV  . 3C . a , T . A . D ^ * 


tK^rt/USVjpQ  lo  ffguotc  fl  orlJ  OiSulIiO 


, •f**0 ,n , ,H/^- »CI»  .'i fcS  .C  .l-i  ^eas^wr^d 

xiilijsiTt  ic't  'iC^oniO  fsoibsl^ 


■ >0  5jdf  sfifod  :.:iJA 

r.^*£Xjjt'piouv«a  ^joaio  itufaoN; 

rrm;;  ditt  iir^a  ^thlisoH  Jo  ’to^rXhj  S^oiVof^A 
h.  •v^3}lV' 


‘'.t£ 


/orifai  \4riin 


•>. 

w 


, .i  .Jf^^ , .t  a .i:  ,-i  kVt.O 

Axtf  Tbisoiijn'ia  i^osili'xuO 

I T?tooqtrtI  ia '*  tqoilD 
7aatr\^'^  mtxaD'tsi-'l 


\ j 


■Ar 

.:  »:  .J 


2 


SUMMARY 


OF  VITAL  STATISTICS 
19  6 2 


I • • 


Area  (in  acres) 

Population 
Number  of  separate  dwellings  occupied 
Rateable  Value  196T  (April) 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate  . * . 


3,633 

5,980 

1,906 

£99,067 

£400.13.10d. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Rate 

Rate  E & 

Legitimate 

56 

55 

111 

18 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

18.7 

57 

55 

112 

(SR.  17.5) 

STILL  BIRTHS:  (Rate  per  1000  live  and  still  births) 

1 

2 

3 

26.0 

18.1 

TOTAL  LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTHS: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

58 

57 

115 

INFANT  DEATHS 

Male 

F emale 

Total 

2 

- 

17.8 

20.7 

Legitimate 

2 

- 

Illegitimate 

mm 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

: (Rate  per  1000  live  births)  Total 

17.8 

11  II 

M 

II 

Legitimate 

17.8 

M II 

II 

II 

Illegitimate 

mm 

NEONATAL  (1st  4 weeks) 

Male 

F emale 

Total 

1 

- 

8.9 

Legitimate 

1 

- 

8.9 

Illegitimate 

— 

•• 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 

O.ol 

Maternal  Deaths  (including  abortion) 

• • • • 

, . Nil 

Maternal  mortality  rate 

per  1000  live 

births  & still  births 

• « « 

Nil 

.35 

DEATHS  (all  Causes) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Rate 

Rate  E & 

57 

45 

102 

17.05 

11.9 

6 

(SR.  11.7) 
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MORTALITY  TABLE  19  6 2 


Cause  of  Death 


Male  Female  Total 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ...  1 

Tuberculosis,  other 

Syphilitic  disease  ... 

Diphtheria  ... 

Whooping  C ough  ...  ...  “ 

Meningococcal  infections  ... 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

Measles  ...  ... 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ...  - 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  7 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ...  - 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ... 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  3 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ... 

Diabetes  ...  ...  1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  11 

Coron  ary  disease,  angina  ...  5 

Hypertension  with  heart  ...  - 

Other  heart  disease  ...  12 

Other  circulatory  disease  ...  3 

Influenza  ...  ...  1 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  1 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  1 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system  - 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ...  2 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  2 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ...  “ 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

Congenital  Malformations  ... 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  6 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

All  other  accidents  ...  1 

Suxcide  ...  ... 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 


1 


1 


7 

1 


2 5 


1 

9 

5 

1 

10 

1 


1 


2 

20 

10 

1 

22 

4 

1 

1 

2 


1 


2 

3 


13  19 

1 


TOTALS  57  45  102 
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SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  OVER  PREVIOUS 

5 YEARS 


Year 

Estimated 

Population 

Births 

Deaths 

No. 

Crude 

Rate 

Under  1 year 

All  ages 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

1958 

5040 

96 

19.05 

1 

10.4 

94 

18.6 

1959 

5290 

105 

19.8 

2 

19.0 

93 

17.6 

I960 

5600 

138 

24,6 

4 

29.0 

76 

13,6 

1961 

5820 

127 

21.8 

~ 

- 

86 

14.7 

1962 

5980 

112 

18.7 

2 

17.8 

102 

17.05 

(S 

.R.  17.5) 

(S.R.  11.7) 

1 
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SECTION  A 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


AREA 


The  acreage  of  the  Town  is  3,633  and  the  population  is  now  5,980. 

Daventry  is  one  of  the  Ancient  Boroughs  and  received  its  first  charter 
from  Cueen  Elizabeth  I in  1576.  For  many  years  Daventry  was  a prosperous 
market  town,  with  its  wide  rural  boundaries  and  its  central,  although  rather 
cramped,  urban  area.  It  was  a busy  coaching  centre,  and  the  latter  provided 
its  main  industry,  that  of  whip  making.  With  the  disappearance  of  the  coach, 
employment  was  provided  by  the  boot  and  shoe  industry  and  later  by  addition 
of  the  B,  B. C,  Transmitting  Station  at  Borough  Hill. 

The  character  of  the  town  is  now  changing.  Since  1953/54  when  a large 
tapered  roller  bearing  factory  of  British  Timken  was  established  to  the  North 
of  the  Town,  there  has  been  steady  increase  of  population.  The  old  town  still 
remains,  but  what  is  virtually  a new  town  with  its  well  spaced  modern 
dwellings,  is  arising  to  the  North  and  South.  In  November  1962  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  gave  sanction  that  the  town  should  expand  to  25,  000,  as  an  over- 
spill area  for  the  city  of  Birmingham.  Extensive  housing  and  industrial 
expansion  is  therefore  anticipated. 

POPULATION 


The  estimated  mid-year  population  calculated  by  the  Registrar  General, 
was  5,980  representing  an  increase  of  160  on  the  1961  figure.  Natural 
increase,  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  calculated  to  be  10, 

DEATHS 


102  deaths  compared  with  86  for  the  previous  year,  gave  a crude  rate  of 
17.05  compared  with  14.7  for  I960.  (S.R.  11.7) 

Once  again  nearly  half  the  deaths  are  caused  by  diseases  of  the  heart 
and  circulation  making  a total  of  57  deaths.  10  from  coronary  artery 
disease,  20  from  vascular  lesion  of  the  nervous  system  and  26  from  other 
heart  and  circulatory  disease.  A further  13  deaths  occurred  from  cancers 
and  leukaemia,  7 from  cancer  of  the  lung,  all  in  males. 

Thus  the  pattern  of  death  is  largely  from  the  older  age  groups,  and  is 
therefore  caused  by  the  conditions  of  degeneration  and  the  cancers  which  usually 
occur  in  the  latter  years  of  life.  Arterial  disease  may,  however,  attack 
earlier  in  some  than  in  others  as  evidenced  by  the  mounting  toll  of  coronary 
and  other  arterial  disease  in  males,  often  in  the  prime  of  life.  The  causes 
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of  arterial  disease  still  elude  us.  Factors  which  may  contribute  to  its 
early  incidence  may  include  lack  of  adequate  physical  activity,  stress, 
faulty  diet,  cigarette  smoking  and  certain  hereditary  factors.  Man  no  longer 
hunts  or  labours  to  produce  his  food,  and  in  the  majority  his  working  life  is 
sedentary. 

There  were  7 deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung,  all  in  males.  The 
relationship  between  smoking  and  cancer  of  the  lung  has  been  emphasised 
again  this  year  by  the  report  on  Smoking  and  Health  published  by  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians.  Each  year  the  numbers  of  deaths  from  cancer  o£  the 
lung  rises,  in  1962  there  were  23,719  deaths  in  England  and  Wales,  an 
increase  of  nearly  1000  on  last  year’s  figure. 

The  causes  of  cancer  generally,  (other  than  lung  cancer)  , of  which 
there  were  6 deaths,  are  still  unknown.  Cancer  education  and  the  recognition 
of  early  symptoms  with  their  prompt  diagnosis  and  immediate  treatment  may, 
however,  save  many  lives. 

The  respiratory  infections  still  take  their  toll  though  less  than  formerly. 
This  year  there  was  1 death  from  influenza  and  2 deaths  from  pneumonia. 

The  great  majority  of  deaths  from  pneumonia  are  in  those  whose  health  is 
already  undermined  from  age  or  other  causes  and  is  as  such  only  a terminal 
event . 

BIRTHS 


Live  births  numbered  112  giving  a rate  of  18.7  (S.R.  17.5)  per  thousand 
live  births.  The  national  rate  is  18. 

INFANT  DEATHS 

There  were  two  deaths.  The  first  in  an  infant  of  3 hours,  who  died  of 
Prematurity  and  Birth  Injury  and  the  second  in  a boy  of  5 months  who  died 
from  bronchitis  and  gastroenteritis. 

STILLBIRTHS 


There  were  3 stillbirths , 
ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS 


One  illegitimate  birth  took  place  during  the  year,  2 less  than  in  1961, 
MATERNAL  MORTALITY 


No  maternal  deaths  were  recorded  during  the  year. 


10 


x93  ■ mi  : ■ ,r  : « :V^>  f 

c.  f -'u:  .cotsyrr  - atf  P*tt,  jt^if> 


K * • 


r i?r-/  "s 


■^■±*  r/;  bmj^  tijorl  Z*(t  ^ ' v^di/ 

i yT£Ji:‘  s 


;1 


t ul  »aA  ‘ t.'J*"  r> 


Tv!; 


r-'-%  i .*  , ,u*/  '•*  - '-  ’ 'rAT^raa r 


' J / •,  V**!.,  */ 


»V(  .*f^ 


•t.;  ..1 


y 4:</  ;'>ccvr  c»itT  \x 


S’ff  t : i ' *!>: : ^ *2  V ^ I i * 


iJTO  ilifCjir. 

;^A[^  • ^u-i  i|r  ' 

♦ 2"  . - • OCOr  yI'  ^ V>  »:ii^7Xii 


poUlrr,y#>#v  >j/.:  !!''.a£  r...  i?f T-i  -C;  . " * t * 

,T#  n s*  jdf'  . ^ srl  tc^  ti.  tr-,rii'  ^ *<  » .i^iu 

VsU  1'.  •»  jT«Y«WV>tS 

S» 

^Amri  ..ji.  f 1.  tf  'i^^'MSs  Iktrf  -T7i(t  5-lri  Uu* 

♦ .^j  .*.r»rfia>  rr»  •'  -rJ « »x/  ! •*  • %ii94ii  tfJtT 

H iC'  ..  # ‘ . fx.^C»f*IL  * • <r*TOlJ  1*. 

t9*  •-  f-'vy  .•»ai?%  ■•}  txsf  ' 7 7W"  ■-.■ 


‘J  vi<{  } .**  ,^  4 . . ; 


’ ' c isffiyir. 

o)  «.'^W  e«Wt 


i^saL 

.f  I 

k*  ^21i  ^ r.  k * ' i'  'T  ..•rifft^V<  - :‘^,/  ^totT*; 

f‘  5*  St^:r-T  -.  « « I • ^ nc-1  ’ ? Vvj^.-lT  dl^  , *..  . vli  r. 

. c t ' 1 -;  ruStfUt^  ilj:  ■ • • f !/  s#  ikA 


.^nxiliy^ 


L < . 


. • .»^tDM  4 « ^ 


k J >.  . 

» 

li.. 


* ^ ♦ 


} — ••-']  - , i«rv 


*•;»**'.•  V 


ItXJ  : bo  h’^j 


i0oc<9  f!ui«? 

T.  « 

T • ij/vTffaijt'-;  ’ 

«V,*'r  Iwrta^riAl  old  -v. 


SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICE 
LABORATORY  SERVICE 

The  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  is  available  for  work 
in  connection  with  the  diagnosis  and  control  on  Infectious  Diseases.  It  is 
situated  adjacent  to  Northampton  General  Hospital.  The  co-operation  and 
able  service  which  is  always  provided  is  greatly  appreciated, 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

General  medical  surgical  and  infectious  disease  cases  are  moved  by  units 
of  the  St,  John  Ambulance  Brigade,  acting  as  agents  for  the  County  Council. 

TREATMENT  CENTRE.S  AND  CLINICS 

An  Infant  "Welfare  Clinic  is  held  in  Daventry  on  the  third  Friday  of  each 
month . 

A Permanent  D ental  clinic  has  been  established  at  the  Secondary  Modern 
School  and  regular  sessions  are  held, 

TUBERCULOSIS 


Cases  s\]ffering  from  tuberculosis  are  treated  at  Creaton  or  Rushden 
hospitals , 

The  Tuberculosis  After-Care  Committee  continued  to  serve  both  the 
Borough  and  the  surrounding  Rural  District, 

Since  August  1955  a chest  clinic  service  has  been  instituted  at  fortnightly 
intervals  at  the  Danetre  Hospital,  and  continues  to  be  of  great  service  to  local 
patients . 

NURSING  AT  HOME 


Health  visitors,  District  Nurses  and  Midwives  are  provided  by  the  County 
Council . The  services  of  a permanent  full  time  health  visitor,  resident  in  the 
town  is  much  appreciated, 

HOME  HELP  SERVICE 


This  Service  is  also  provided  by  the  County  Council,  and  is  of  particular 
value  both  in  illness  domiciliary  maternity  cases  and  for  old  people  who  '.■my 
with  the  assistance  of  a home  help  remain  at  home  rather  than  be  sent  to  an 
institution. 
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HOSPITAL  SERVICES 


All  infectious  disease  cases,  excepting  only  Tuberculosis  sufferers, 
are  treated  at  Harbor ough  Road  Isolation  Hospital,  Northampton,  while 
general  medical  and  surgical  cases  receive  treatment  at  Danetre  Hospital, 
Northampton  General  Hospital  or  Hospital  of  St.  Cross,  Rugby, 

WELFARE  OF  OLD  PEOPLE 


Darby  Joan  Club 

We  thank  Mrs.  M,  Edwards  for  the  following  information:- 

A further  15  new  members  have  joined  the  club  during  the  year  and 
this  brings  the  total  membership  to  85, 

Club  meetings  are  held  each  Friday  afternoon  and  these  take  a form  of 
a social  meeting  when  games  etc.  are  played  and  afterwards  a tea  is  provided 
by  four  V/.V.S.  helpers  who  give  the  food  free  of  charge.  There  is  a charge 
of  4d.  for  each  person  attending  and  this  covers  the  milk  and  tea;  also  each 
member  pays  a Id.  a week  subscription.  Outings  are  held  four  times  each 
year  and  in  addition  there  are  several  parties  given  for  the  old  people.  These 
are  very  well  attended.  A party  is  given  by  the  W.V.S.,  by  the  Mayor,  the 
Daventry  & District  Prize  Silver  Band  and  occasionally  by  one  or  two  private 
people.  Outside  activities  include  visits  to  other  clubs  in  the  surrounding 
district  and  in  addition  an  annual  garden  party  is  held  when  other  clubs  are 
sometimes  entertained.  The  expenses  for  the  outings  come  out  of  funds  and 
here  the  excellent  donations  received  makes  this  possible.  Arrangements 
have  now  been  made  for  a chiropodist  to  attend  these  meetings  - an  excellent 
innovation,  and  this  is  of  great  benefit  to  members, 

20  members  of  the  club  went  for  a week's  summer  holiday  to  Clacton 
under  the  Northamptonshire  Coimty  V/elfare  Committee  who  organised  this  at 
a cost  of  £5,15,0d.  per  person  which  covered  all  hotel  and  travelling  expenses. 
The  club  organised  a saving  group  and  some  of  the  older  people  saved  up  for 
holidays  and  Christmas.  The  following  members  of  the  W.V.S,  are  in  charge: 

V/.V.S.  Centre  Organiser  ...  Mrs.  L.'V?.  Shaw 

Club  Leader  ...  ...  Mrs,  M.  Edwards 

Treasurer  ...  ...  Mrs,  J.H.  Issott 

Thanks  are  expressed  to  Ladies  of  this  Organisation  who  by  their  service 
do  so  much  to  help  the  old  people, 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1947  Sec.  47  (Amendment  1951) 

No  action  was  necessary  under  this  Act  during  the  year. 


12 


1 


Cl-* ' s < 


r 


r'  ' r 


t 


I 


I 


f 


's 


1 


'.  V 


- ...no  ^ 


..  . 


, r> 


k 

:iv 


^ r 

.•»T’ 


, 7..  wJ*  X * » 

* - ^ 


■i-i 


.'V 


3':3i; 


'.  -f  *.  t-k  : 


IfTLitz 


• ■•  . < '*  'jc 

‘ror'i  ■ 

■'i'  *'}  v ' 


'..ri  ••.;.  ..  J 

- >>  . 


Lc  -f:. 


'i-n  * 


..'J  I ' 

- . ; vCfO  * . t 

• r • ',  ^ ? ' 

}k:0 


<--i  . • • '-j- 


t.  t 
rt\ 


•'j 


-i ^ ' 


iL- 


.r. 


«.  ><•  > Vi  **  < 


-.•T?- 


> 

. r. 


I 'i-'  . 

f 


' A * 

. w • 


■?  .» 


ViT,  O 


I 


1 


Tits 


<r  I 


SERVICES  FOR  OLD  PEOPLE 


The  following  provide  services  for  old  people:- 

1 .  The  National  Health  Service 

(a)  General  Practitioner  Service 

(b)  Hospital  and  Specialist  Services  including  the  Almoner  Service, 

2 . The  County  Council 

(a)  The  Health  Department 

1,  District  Nurses 

2,  Health  Visitors 

3 , Home  Helps 

4,  Chiropody  Service 

5,  Certain  home  equipment  where  necessary 

(b)  The  V/elfare  Department 

1.  Part  III  accommodation  and  homes 

2.  Special  services  for  Blind  etc.  , and  home  fittings  where 
necessary, 

3 .  The  National  Assistance  Board 
Financial  help  where  necessary. 

4 . The  District  Council 

Homes  for  the  Aged,  Flats  and  in  some  cases  Flatlets  with  ‘Warden 
Supervision. 

5 , Voluntary  Organisations 

There  are  many  and  services  vary  in  different  areas.  They  include 
Holiday  schemes  in  which  old  people  are  taken  on  seaside  holidays 
in  off  season  times.  The  Darby  and  Joan  Clubs.  "Meals  on  'V/heels" 
Service,  and  Home  Visiting.  The  Women’s  Voluntary  Service  very 
often  undertake  many  of  the  above  duties,  while  in  other  areas  local 
voluntary  Committees  run  the  various  organisations.  The  Rural 
Communities  Council  together  with  the  Old  Peoples  ‘V/elfare  Committee 
provide  co-operation  between  the  various  services. 

Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  having  a special  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  the  aged  and  by  virtue  of  her  appointment  both  to  the  District  and 
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the  County  Council  and  by  her  relationship  with  other  Medical 
colleagues  endeavours  to  fulfil  the  function  of  co-operation  and 
co-ordination  between  these  ma.ny  agencies.  Many  cases  of 
breakdown  can  be  prevented  by  early  application  of  these  services. 

Voluntary  organisations  have  also  requested  that  your  Medical  Officer 
should  give  lectures  and  talks  and  each  invitation  received  is  accepted 
and  fulfilled. 
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SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 
WATER  SUPPLY 

The  town  received  a very  satisfactory  supply  of  water  throughout  the 
year  and  no  shortages  occurred.  The  water  was  sampled  each  month  by 
the  staff  of  the  Mid -Northamptonshire  Water  Board  under  whose  control 
this  service  operates  and  results  obtained  showed  the  supply  to  be  a pure  one. 
The  source  of  the  water  was  the  new  Pitsford  reservoir,  being  approximately 
12  miles  from  Daventry,  The  water  was  pumped  through  mains  to  the 
Borough  Hill  storage  reservoir  which  has  a storage  capacity  of  Ij  million 
gallons.  The  high  level  of  this  local  storage  reservoir  makes  the  water 
pressure  very  good. 

The  water  continues  to  be  moderately  hard  being  measured  at  120 
parts  per  million  degrees  hardness  and  was  free  from  plumb o- solvent  action. 
Slight  traces  of  iron  were  also  found  in  the  water  and  this  was  due  to  the 
presence  of  iron  stone  in  the  ground  through  which  the  water  filters. 

The  Water  Board  carried  out  further  works  to  extend  the  water  mains 
and  thus  made  it  possible  to  supply  some  of  the  agricultural  premises  on  the 
outskirts  of  the  Borough  with  piped  water. 

There  are  only  a few  farm  dwellings  not  on  the  main  water  service 
and  these  have  their  own  spring  or  well  supplies. 

DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 


Suitable  treatment  of  premises  where  certain  infectious  diseases  or 
verminous  conditions  occurred  was  carried  out.  Very  good  results  were 
obtained  by  the  use  of  liquid  and  powder  spraying  in  dealing  with  trouble  from 
insect  pests, 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


Practically  the  whole  of  the  town  is  served  by  the  main  sewers  except 
a small  number  of  isolated  dwellings  on  the  outskirts  of  the  area.  The 
latter  are  nearly  all  provided  with  individual  septic  tanks. 

The  new  sewage  disposal  works  which  were  completed  in  1959  and 
designed  to  deal  with  a population  of  6, 000  have  now  reached  the  stage  when 
they  are  being  over-loaded.  This  has  been  brought  about  by  subsequent 
changes  of  policy  concerning  development  of  the  town  and  the  building  which 
has  since  taken  place.  Further  new  disposal  works  must  be  provided  to 
ensure  that  proper  treatment  can  be  given  to  the  sewage  waste  with  the  current 
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expansion  of  the  town.  The  present  dry  weather  flow  (D,  W,  F.)  of  sewage 
averages  200,000  gallons  daily  and  is  in  excess  of  the  quality  of  195,000 
gallons  daily  D.W.F.  for  which  the  works  were  designed. 

Samples  of  the  crude  sewage  entering  the  works  have  been  examined 
and  the  laboratory  reports  indicate  that  foul  waste  from  factories  and  trade 
premises  was  reasonable  for  reception  and  treatment  at  the  disposal  plant. 
Reports  on  the  final  effluent  being  discharged  into  the  V/hilton  Road  Canal 
reservoir  gave  a higher  figure  for  Biochemical  Oxygen  Demand  and  solids 
in  suspension  than  acceptable  and  in  conjimction  with  the  Officers  of  the  Nene 
River  Board  steps  are  being  taken  to  recirculate  part  of  the  effluent  from  the 
humus  tanks  back  to  the  bacteria  beds.  This  is  an  interim  measure  and  the 
position  is  one  which  will  demand  urgent  attention  as  the  town  expands. 

RODENT  CONTROL 


One  part  time  rodent  operator  was  engaged  on  this  work  and  very  good 
resiilts  were  achieved  in  dealing  with  infestations  of  rats  and  mice.  This 
service  was  provided  free  at  domestic  premises  while  a charge  of  7/6d.  per 
hour  inclusive  of  bait  was  made  for  work  to  other  premises.  Several 
factories  were  once  again  under  annual  contract  and  by  the  systematic  laying 
of  bait  and  poisons  at  these  larger  type  of  premises  it  was  possible  to  limit 
the  number  of  rodents  to  a minimum.  There  have  been  changes  and  advances 
in  the  methods  of  rodent  control  and  fortunately  the  poisons  used  today  are 
not  so  dangerous  to  humans  as  hitherto.  The  success  of  this  work  calls  for 
skilful  applications  of  control  measures  by  the  operator. 

The  sewer  manholes  were  baited  during  the  year  and  revealed  the 
presence  of  rats  at  6 points.  Suitable  treatment  cleared  these  pockets  of 
infestation.  The  Council's  refuse  tip  was  under  continuous  treatment  with 
the  use  of  permanent  baiting  points. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  infestations  treated  during  the  year  i.e, 

1962 


Dwellinghouses  46 

Business  Premises  4 

Local  Authority  4 

Agricultural  1 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 


A weekly  refuse  collection  was  maintained  from  all  dwellings  within 
the  town  and  refuse  disposed  at  the  Dodford  Road  tip,  £65  was  spent  on  hire 
of  a bulldozer  to  cover  the  surface  of  the  tip  with  soil  to  prevent  nuisance, 
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and  regular  spraying  was  carried  out  against  fly  breeding.  A new  reax- 
loading  refuse  collection  vehicle  was  purchased  and  brought  into  use  during 
the  year.  This  vehicle  proved  efficient  and  the  number  of  daily  journeys  to 
the  tip  were  reduced  by  the  mechanical  packing  of  the  refuse  into  the  body 
of  the  vehicle.  Special  attention  was  given  to  dealing  with  rat  infestation 
on  the  tip. 

The  Council  has  now  issued  89  dustbins  to  dwelling  houses  under  the 
Municipal  Dustbin  Scheme  which  was  started  in  1954.  An  annual  charge  of 
7/6d.  is  made  for  each  bin  supplied. 

At  present  when  refuse  is  removed  from  a dwelling  the  dustbin  is 
collected  and  emptied  into  the  lorry  and  returned  to  the  front  garden. 

Although  this  system  has  worked  well  it  does  appear  that  the  trend  will  be 
more  and  more  towards  the  use  cf  paper  sacks  as  storage  containers  in  place 
of  metal  dustbins.  This  would  not  only  make  it  a cleaner  job  for  the  collectors 
but  it  involves  only  one  journey  to  collect  the  full  sack  without  having  to  return 
empty  dustbins.  With  the  large  scale  building  envisaged  it  would  be  a good 
opportunity  to  introduce  the  paper  sack  system  on  a part  of  the  municipal 
housing  estates  as  an  experiment  instead  of  providing  metal  dustbins, 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 


No  premises  were  registered  for  this  purpose  during  the  year, 
MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 


Five  licences  were  renewed  under  the  Caravan  Sites  Act  allowing 
caravans  to  be  kept  within  the  Borough.  All  were  sited  in  different  parts  of 
the  town  and  periodic  inspection  was  carried  out  to  ensure  that  a proper 
standard  of  hygiene  was  maintained.  On  this  subject  Ido  feel  there  is  a 
great  need  for  more  protection  against  the  risk  of  fire  especially  where 
families  with  young  children  are  concerned  as  so  often  these  days  we  hear 
of  tragedies  involving  the  loss  of  life  of  children  when  caravans  catch  fire. 

i 

'.PETROLEUM  REGULATION  ACTS  1928-1936 

4 

■ 21  licences  were  issued  by  the  Council  authorising  the  storage  of 

I petroleum  spirit  at  premises  within  the  Borough.  This  is  an  increase  of  one 
\ on  the  previous  year  and  is  due  to  the  construction  of  a new  underground  store 
at  the  site  of  one  of  the  new  factories.  Inspection  was  carried  out  of  this  new 
store,  while  under  construction  and  the  necessary  tests  applied  to  the  storage 
tank  before  being  brought  into  use. 

RoutiiE  inspections  were  made  at  all  other  licensed  premises  in  order 
to  secure  compliance  with  the  Regulations.  Certain  modifications  were  made 
at  one  garage,  at  which  petrol  was  stored,  in  order  to  reduce  the  hazard  from 
fire. 
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PUBLIC  SV/IMMXNG  BATHS 


The  open  air  swimming  pool  was  opened  to  the  public  on  Saturday, 

5th  May,  1962,  the  ceremony  being  performed  by  Miss  Judy  Gr inham.  The 
pool  itself  is  of  competition  size  and  measures  110*  length  x 33*  width  with  a 
9*6”  deep  end  for  diving.  This  project  has  been  given  great  support  by  the 
public  through  the  Daventry  & District  Swimming  Pool  Association  and 
£23,050  has  been  raised  over  the  past  5 years  by  this  organisation  towards 
the  actual  total  cost  of  £42,  000  for  this  pool,  A new  pump  house  for  the 
chlorination  and  filtration  of  the  pool*s  water  was  installed  and  samples  were 
procured  for  laboratory  examination.  The  results  showed  the  water  to  be 
of  a very  high  standard  of  clarity  and  bacterial  purity. 
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SECTION  D 


HOUSING 


I am  sorry  to  report  that  the  present  housing  position  is  not  a happy 
one  and  due  to  financial  restrictions  and  higher  costs  of  building  generally 
the  Councils  housing  programme  was  almost  at  a standstill;  however,  a 
block  of  4 shops  with  maisonettes  over  was  built  on  the  housing  estate.  The 
need  for  shopping  facilities  became  more  apparent  as  the  growth  of  the  estate 
continued  and  houses  were  built  further  from  the  town  centre.  The  Council 
now  has  over  600  post-war  dwellings  on  the  Braunston  Road  Estate  and  it  is 
reasonable  to  expect  that  these  well  designed  new  shops  will  be  adequate  to 
cater  for  the  needs  of  the  residents  in  that  part  of  the  Borough,  In  contrast 
the  development  of  private  housing  on  sites  to  the  North  and  South  of  the  town 
has  advanced  with  32  dwellings  completed  and  a further  18  under  construction 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

19  Council  houses  became  vacant  and  were  relet  to  applicants  on  the 
housing  register.  In  this  way  it  was  possible  to  house  some  urgent  cases 
and  in  addition  4 families  were  moved  from  condemned  properties  into 
Council  houses.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  176  applicants  on  the 
housing  list  as  compared  with  150  for  the  previous  year  although  approximately 
one  third  of  this  number  was  from  families  living  outside  the  Borough. 

It  is  not  unusual  amongst  the  latter  cases  to  find  the  applicant  himself 
travelling  probably  10-15  miles  to  Daventry  to  work  at  one  of  the  new 
factories  which  have  been  built  since  the  war.  Quite  often  the  person 
concerned  is  employed  on  shift  work  and  it  is  easy  to  understand  why  such 
families  would  prefer  to  move  into  the  town  and  thus  live  reasonably  near  to 
their  employment  especially  during  the  winter.  In  addition  the  schools, 
welfare  facilities,  shops  and  other  amenities  are  also  available  in  Daventry 
and  are  further  reasons  why  families  wish  to  move  into  the  town  from  the 
surrounding  areas.  This  trend  will  undoubtedly  continue  as  the  town  expands 
with  the  result  that  more  houses  will  be  needed  not  only  for  families  living 
within  the  Borough  but  for  those  from  outside  as  well. 

Steady  progress  was  made  with  the  clearance  of  unfit  properties  and 
8 condemned  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year  and  4 more  closed  for 
human  habitation. 

In  1955  a survey  showed  there  were  117  unfit  houses  requiring 
'demolition  or  closure  and  in  1961  when  the  programme  was  revised  a further 
21  houses  were  included  on  the  list  as  unfit.  Altogether  during  the  past  7 
years  95  of  these  houses  have  been  condemned  leaving  43  dwellings  still  to 
be  dealt  with.  The  estimate  formed  in  1955  set  a target  to  demolish  ten  unfit 
houses  each  year  and  it  will  be  seen  from  the  above  figures  that  the  present 
rate  of  slum  clearance  is  in  advance  of  the  original  assessment. 
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The  improvement  of  older  properties  must  remain  an  essential 
part  of  the  housing  plan  if  we  are  to  prevent  further  houses  from  joining 
the  unfit  category*  Progress  in  this  respect  has  been  steady  since 
improvement  grants  were  first  introduced  in  1949,  and  altogether  31 
Discretionary  Grants  a.nd  23  Standard  Grants  have  been  approved  involving 
payment  of  £5,418, 1,1  Od,  towards  improvement  works  carried  out  by 
private  owners  of  houses.  During  the  year  9 applications  for  improvement 
grants  were  approved.  Schemes  have  also  been  approved  by  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  for  the  modernisation  of  the  120  pre-war  Council  houses  - a much 
wanted  improvement. 

There  is  a great  need  for  more  Council  bungalows  not  only  for  the 
older  folk  but  also  for  persons  who  for  medical  reasons  are  unable  to  climb 
stairs.  The  list  of  applicants  for  this  type  of  accommodation  has  now  risen 
to  a total  of  48  and  of  this  number  16  are  from  existing  tenants  of  3 bedroom 
Council  houses, 

A list  of  the  different  types  of  accommodation  built  by  the  Borough 
Council  is  given  he  rounder 


Pre-war 

2 Bedroomed  Houses 

20 

3 Bedroomed  Houses 

86 

4 Bedroomed  Houses 

14 

Post-war 

Flats 

61 

2 Bedroomed  Houses 

152 

3 Bedroomed  Houses 

358 

4 Bedroomed  Houses 

26 

Bungalows 

13 

Maisonettes 

4 

Shops 

5 

Total 


120 


619 


TOTAL  739 


Included  in  the  above  figure  are  275  houses  built  especially  for 
rehousing  families  who  have  come  into  the  town  from  overspill  areas  to 
work  at  the  new  factory  built  by  Messrs.  British  Timken  Ltd. 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS 

NUMBER  OF  NEW  HOUSES  ERECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR 
Houses 


By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  4 

By  other  Bodies  or  Persons  ...  ...  32 

I INSPECTION  OF  D WELLINGHOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR;- 

1 (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  Public 

Health  or  Housing  Act  defects  ...  69 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  ...  249 


2 Number  of  dwellinghouses  unfit  for  human  habitation 
and  incapable  of  repair  at  reasonable  expense:- 

(a)  Number  scheduled  in  original  Slum  Clearance 


programme  1955  ...  ...  117 

(b)  Number  of  additional  houses  found  to  be  unfit 

as  a result  of  re-survey  made  during  1961  21 

(c)  Number  dealt  with  1955-1962  ...  95 

(d)  Remaining  unfit  houses  ...  43 


II  HOUSES  DEMOLISHED 


In  Clearance  Areas 

(1)  Houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation 

(2)  Houses  included  by 
reason  of  bad  arrange- 
ment etc , 


HOUSES 
DEMOLISHED 


DISPLACED  during  year 


Persons  Families 


(3)  Houses  on  land  acquired 
under  Sec  .43(2)  Housing 
Act,  1957 

Not  in  clearance  areas 

(4)  As  a result  of  formal  or 
informal  procedure  under 
Sec.  16  or  Sec.  17(1) 
Housing  Act,  1957 

(5)  Local  authority  owned 
houses  certified  unfit 
by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health 
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HOUSES  I DISPLACED  during  year 


(6)  Houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation  where  action 
has  been  taken  under  local 
Acts 

DEMOLISHED 

Persons  ; 

F amilies 

(7)  Unfit  houses  included  in 
unfitness  orders 

(7a)  Number  of  dwellings 
included  above  which 
were  previously  reported 
as  closed. 

1 

m UNFIT  HOUSES  CLOSED 

(8)  Under  Sec.  16(4)  , 17(1) 
and  35(1)  Housing  Act, 

1957. 

3 

10 

2 

(9)  Under  Sec.  17(3)  and  26, 
Housing  Act,  1957 

(10)  Parts  of  buildings  closed 
under  Sec,  18  Housing 

Acts,  1957 

1 

3 

1 

IV  UNFIT  HOUSES  MADE  FIT  AND  HOUSES  IN  V/HICH  DEFECTS  V/ERE 

REMEDIED 

By  Owner 

By  Local 
Author  ity 

(11)  After  informal  Action  by  Local  Authority 

43 

- 

(12a)  After  formal  notice  under 
(a)  Public  Health  Acts 

3 

(12b)  Sec. 9,  16  and  24  Housing  Act,  1957 

2 

— 

V  UNFIT  HOUSES  IN  TEMPORARY  USE  (Housing  Act,  1957) 

NIL 


VI  PURCHASE  OF  HOUSES  BY  AGREEMENT  (IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS) 

NIL. 


VII  HOUSING  ACT  1957  PART  IV  - OVERCROV/DING 

1 (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  overcrowded  at  end  of  year 
(b)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 
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VII  C ontinued . 


1 (c)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  8 

2 Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  ...  ...  1 

3 Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  8 

4 Number  of  cases  in  which  dwellinghouses  became 

overcrowded  again  after  Local  Authority  had  taken 

steps  to  abate  same  ...  ...  Nil 

RENT  ACT,  1957 

Number  of  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  Nil 

Number  of  Certificates  granted  ...  Nil 


IMPROVEIvlENT  GRANTS 

(a)  Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1958 


Number  of  applications  for  Discretionary  Grants  1 

Approved  by  Local  Authority  ...  1 

(b)  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959 

Number  of  applications  for  Standard  Grants  , , . 8 

Approved  by  Local  Authority  . 8 
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SECTION  E 


INSPECTION  & SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  AND  DRINK 


Regular  inspections  were  made  of  shops  and  other  premises  where  food 
was  stored  or  prepared  for  sale.  Several  improvements  were  undertaken  at 
existing  premises  and  certain  older  premises  were  completely  taken  down  and 
re-built  as  new  shops.  These  latter  premises  generally  afford  an  excellent 
standard  of  food  hygiene  but  good  preparation  rooms  are  also  essential. 

Since  the  war  the  food  induotry  has  in  a quiet  and  unobtrusive  way 
undergone  changes  which  have  revolutionised  the  trade.  The  pre-packaging 
of  food,  quick  frozen  foods,  self  service  stores  and  vending  machines  are 
commonplace  today  which  exemplify  this  trend.  New  techniques  are  being 
employed  to  bring  about  improvements  but  these  will  have  to  be  watched 
carefully  to  ensure  that  they  are  all  desirable  and  in  the  interests  of  the 
consumer  and  the  trade. 

No  animals  were  slaughtered  in  the  Borough  during  the  year  and  all  meat 
supplies  came  from  outside.  The  quality  of  the  meat  as  noted  by  your  Inspector 
when  inspecting  butchers  shops  was  considered  to  be  very  good  generally. 

All  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  were  inspected 
frequently  and  at  one  shop  a new  type  of  manufacturing  equipment  was  installed 
for  producing  soft  ice  cream.  Results  of  samples  taken  showed  this  ice  cream 
to  be  of  a high  standard.  In  addition  vehicles  used  for  selling  ice  cream  were 
inspected  when  possible.  These  Vendors  come  into  the  town  from  outside 
and  regular  inspection  is  not  easy  as  they  are  often  difficult  to  locate. 

All  milk  supplied  to  the  town  was  either  ^pasteurised* , sterilised  or 
Tuberculin  Tested.  The  dairy  firms  are  licensed  by  the  local  Authorities  for 
this  purpose.  Five  shops  were  also  registered  by  the  Borough  Council  for  the 
sale  of  bottled  milk  and  Dealers  licences  granted.  An  important  aspect  of 
milk  and  dairies  administration  is  ensuring  that  milk  bottle  washing  is 
efficient.  In  one  case  the  Council  was  successful  in  proceedings  against  a 
milk  Supplier  for  the  sale  of  a bottle  of  milk  which  was  found  to  contain  dirt; 
a previous  warning  had  been  given  to  the  firm. 

Under  powers  conferred  by  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955  samples  of 
various  foods  including  milk  were  taken lythe  Staff  of  the  Northamptonshire 
County  Council  and  details  of  the  samples  taken  are  given  hereunder :- 

Milk  20 

Butter,  Margarine  etc.  3 

Jam  1 

Sausages  2 (Continued) 
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Condensed  Milk 
Soft  Drinks 
Cheese 


2 


2 


1 


Vinegar 
Fish  Prodxrrts 


1 


1 


Cake 


1 


Meat  Pies 


4 


TOTAL 


38 


REMARKS 

One  sample  of  Channel  Island  milk  was  found  to  contain  26.2%  added 
water.  The  sample  was  taken  from  a sealed  pint  bottle  bought  from  a 
roundsman  employed  by  a large  dairy  company.  Legal  proceedings  were 
taken  and  the  firm  pleaded  guilty  and  were  fined  £20  with  £2,2.0.  costs. 

The  company  explained  that  they  used  a checking  system  which  should  have 
prevented  any  possibility  of  added  water  in  the  milk. 

All  the  other  samples  were  completely  satisfactory. 

In  addition  1,683  articles  of  food  were  checked  for  weight  or  measure 
compared  with  a figure  of  1,665  for  last  year,  17  loaves  of  bread  were  found 
to  be  deficient  and  enquiries  about  them  resulted  in  a warning  being  issued 
to  a large  bakery  firm,  15  other  articles  were  found  to  have  minor 
deficiencies , 
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SECTION  F 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


There  was  a further  decline  in  the  notification  of  infectious  diseases, 
the  number  falling  from  64  to  only  61.  No  serious  outbreak  of  any  sort 
occurred  in  the  town.  It  is  gratifying  to  record  no  case  of  food  poisoning 
and  only  one  case  of  Sonne  dysentery.  A few  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  measles 
and  only  one  case  of  whooping  cough  occurred  of  the  common  infectious  diseases 
of  childhood.  Four  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified.  There  were  no  cases 
of  poliomyelitis. 


Diseases 

Male 

F emale 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

9 

11 

20 

Measles 

21 

9 

30 

Dysentery  (Sonne) 

- 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory 

3 

1 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

1 

1 

Acute  Pneumonia 

2 

1 

3 

Infective  Hepatitis 

- 

1 

1 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

1 

- 

1 

TOTAL 

36 

25 

61 

Measles 

This  disease  though  highly  infectious  is  now  like  scarlet  fever  following 
a more  benign  course  and  seldom  showing  serious  complications.  However  in 
the  more  delicate,  and  occasionally  normal  children  the  unpleasant  complications 
of  ear  or  eye  infections  or  pneumonia  still  occur.  These  are  however  usually 
soon  and  effectively  dealt  with  by  the  large  n\imber  of  antibiotics  that  are  now 
available . 

Whooping  Cough 

One  case  was  notified.  This  is  another  condition  which  is  becoming 
largely  more  benign  and  the  number  of  cases  is  declining.  In  young  infants 
whooping  cough  can  be  a distressing  disease,  and  the  policy  of  many 
practitioners  and  of  the  County  Council  in  promoting  early  immunisation  will. 
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it  is  hoped,  prevent  early  onset  and  cause  an  ultimate  decline.  The  very 
high  acceptance  rate  for  triple  immunisations,  in  this  town,  is  no  doubt  a 
contributory  cause  in  tlie  low  incidence  of  this  disease  and  this  hoped  for 
decline  may  now  already  be  evident. 

Scarlet  Fever 

20  cases  only  were  notified.  The  disease  continues  in  its  mild  phase. 

Food  Poisoning 

No  cases  were  notified. 

Smallpox 

There  were  no  cases.  This  was  fortunate  as  the  disease  was  imported 
from  Pakistan  ard  outbreaks  occurred  in  various  parts  of  the  county. 
Northamptonshire  escaped  infection,  but  preparations  for  the  eventuality  were 
necessary  aid  much  vigilance  required  during  the  period  which  extended  from 
late  1961  until  the  Autumn  of  1962.  The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
gave  every  co-operation  to  the  District  Medical  Officers.  Meetings  were  held 
and  a policy  determined.  Stocks  of  vaccine  were  laid  in,  and  all  staff  and  those 
liable  to  contact  together  with  their  families  were  vaccinated.  In  the  Borough 
there  were  no  contacts  or  surveillance  cases,  but  large  numbers  of  the  public 
demanded  vaccination.  The  time  for  vaccination  is  not  diiring  an  outbreak  but 
in  the  normal  routine  of  surgery  or  clinic.  A total  of  528  received  primary 
vaccination  and  472  were  revaccinated.  A number  of  these  were  vaccinated 
in  order  to  travel  abroad.  Vaccination  should  be  carried  out  as  part  of  the 
immunisation  procedure  which  is  offered  to  all  infants,  and  the  best  time  for 
this  is  between  the  first  and  second  years  of  life  when  the  complication  rate 
is  minimal. 

Diphtheria 

There  were  no  cases. 

There  were  a total  number  of  132  diphtheria  immunisations,  a decrease 
from  147  last  year.  The  figure  remains  gratif  y ingly  high,  the  slight  fall 
being  due  to  decline  in  the  number  of  births.  Daventry  continues  to  obtain 
an  excellent  response  to  diphtheria  immunisation,  and  once  again  I express  my 
pleasure  at  these  figures.  These  results  are  only  obtained  every  year  because 
of  the  efforts  made  by  the  doctors  and  nurses  together  with  the  excellent 
co-operation  of  the  parents  of  the  town. 

The  diphtheria  immunisation  is  now  nearly  always  used  in  conjunction  with 
whooping  cough  and  tetanus  (lockjaw)  as  a triple  antigen.  The  low  rate  of 
whooping  cough  is  probably  the  result  of  this  high  acceptance  rate  to  immunisation. 
In  addition  90  children  have  received  booster  immunisation  to  diphtheria,  a 
slight  fall  on  last  year's  figure. 
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Sonne  Dysentery 

There  was  only  one  case  this  year. 

Poliomyelitis 

No  cases  occurred.  141  cases  were  immunised  and  331  received  third 
injections,  A further  71  received  fourth  injections.  The  Salk  vaccine  which 
is  an  inactivat  ed  virus  given  by  injection  has  now  been  replaced  for  general 
use  in  the  County  by  the  Sabin  vaccine,  an  attenuated  virus  which  is  given  by 
mouth  either  in  a syrup  to  infants  or  on  a lump  of  sugar  to  older  patients. 

Pneumonia 


There  were  3 notifications  and  1 death  from  pneumonia. 

Respiratory  Infections 

One  death  is  recorded  from  influenza,  and  2 from  bronchitis.  The 
respiratory  infections  are  now  seldom  a cause  of  death  except  as  a terminal 
event,  but  remain  a considerable  cause  of  ill  health.  These  are  still  the 
highest  cause  of  loss  of  working  hours,  and  bronchitis,  nasal  catarrh  and 
sinus  infections  still  are  a source  of  much  disability. 

Infectious  Hepatitis 

The  Minister  of  Health  approved,  and  all  District  Councils  of  the  County 
agreed  that  Infectious  Hepatitis  should  become  locally  notifiable  as  from 
July  1st  1962,  Accordingly  all  general  practitioners  were  informed  by  letter 
and  by  public  advertisement. 

There  was  one  case  only. 
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Details  of  immunisation  and  vaccination  for  the  year  19  6 2 


SlvIALLPQX  VACCINATION 


Under  1 

1 

2-4  5‘-14  15  or  over 

Total 

Primary 

66 

10 

71  143 

238 

528 

Re-vaccination 

- 

- 

5 104 

363 

472 

POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION 

Under  112 

3 

4 5-9 

10-14 

T otal  1 5 and 

over 

Third 

Injections 

Fourth 

Ini  ections 

10  83  4 

1 

- 6 

3 

107  34 

331 

71 

DIPHTHERI/. 

IMMUNISATION 

Under  1 

1 2 

3 4 5-9  10- 

14  Total 

Booster 

Diphtheria 
Immunisation  only 

•m 

mm 

49 

Combined 

Dip/ Whoop 

5 

M — 

wm  mm  mm  mm 

5 

9 

Triple 

114 

3 6 

112 

127 

32 

Total  Diphtheria 
Immuni  sat  ions 

119 

3 6 

112 

132 

90 

Whooping 

Cough  only 

— 

- 

- - - 

- 

- 

Number 

of  Children  who  have  completed  a full  Course 
Diphtheria  Immunisation 

of 

Age  at  31/12/62 
i.e.  Born  in  year 

Under  1 

1 962 

1 2 3 4 5-9  10-14  Total 

1961  1960  1959  1958  1953/57  1948/52  Under  15 

Number 

Immunised 

58 

125 

139  112  99 

394  265  1,192 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


There  were  4 new  cases  of  tuberculosis.  One  was  in  an  elderly  female, 
the  other  three  all  being  male  cases,  one  in  a youth  of  17  years,  the  other  in 
a man  of  34  and  the  last  in  a man  of  61  years. 

Tuberculosis  /^fter  Care  Committee 


The  local  /ifter  Care  Committee  continues  to  do  very  good  work  to  help 
tuberculosis  patients  and  their  families  and  is  worthy  of  mention  in  this  report. 


Age  and  Sex  distribution  of  new  cases  and  deaths  1962 


Age  Groups 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

— 

1 

1 

Pulmonary 

Other 

1 

Pulmonary 

Other 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 - 

1 - 

•• 

5 - 

mm 

15  - 

1 

20  - 

— 

iW 

mm 

25  - 

1 

mm 

mm 

35  - 

— 

— 

— 

mm 

45  - 

i 

2 

55  - 

1 

— 

— 

65  plus 

1 

1 

— 

1 

l 

1 ^ 

1 

— 

- 

TOTAL 

3 i 

i 

1 

J 

i 

2 

1 

1 

Cases  on  Register  at  31st  December  1962 


Designation 

Males 

— ' ■ ■ ' ' 1 

F emales 

TOTAL 

Pulmonary  Other 

Pulmonary 

Other 

/ 

Notified  in  1962 

3 

1 

4 

Inward  Transfers 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Deaths 

2 

. i 

I 

1 

— 

3 

Cured 

— 

- 

' 

- j 

- 

Removals 

1 

— 

! - ! 

1 

Remaining 

21 

3 

15 

1 

40 

30 
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SECTION  G 


FACTORIES  ACT.  1961 

Part  I - Inspection  for  piirposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


No,  on 

Number  of 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  with 

Mechanical  Pov/er 

33 

42 

1 

(ii)  Factories  without 
Mechanical  Power 

14 

28 

2 

(iii)  Other  premises  under 
Act  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises) 

16 

21 

4 

63 

91 

— 

7 

Nil 

Cases  in  which  defects  were 
found 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects 

were  found  No.  of 


ir^articuiar  s 

F ound 

Remedied 

Ref  .to  H.  M. 
Insp. 

R ef , by 

H.  M.  I. 

- Prosecutions 

Want  of  cleanliness  (s.l) 

4 

4 

Overcrowing  (S.2) 

- 

Unreasonable  Temp.  (S.3) 

— 

Inadequate  Vent.  (S.4) 

1 

_ 1 

1 

- 
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PART  VIII  - Outworkers 


Number  of  outworkers  registered  during  the  year  ...  2 

In  these  two  cases  the  work  was  in  connection  with  the  making  of 
wearing  apparel  (i.e.  Boot  & Shoe  trade)  . Both  premises  were  suitable 
for  the  carrying  out  of  such  work. 
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SUMMARY  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  VISITS 
DURING  THE  YEAR 


Housing: 

No,  of  inspections  made 
Overcrowding 

Drainage,  W.Cs.,  Sinks  etc. 
Miscellaneous  housing  Visits 
F ood  and  Drugs  and  ancillary  provisions 
F ood  - Inspection  and  Condemnation  , , . 
Shops 

Petroleum  Licensing  and  Supervision  . . . 

Refuse  Collection  . . . 

• • • • 

Refuse  Disposal  ... 

Verminous  Premises  and  Infestations  , , , 
Infectious  Disease  and  Food  Poisoning  , , , 

Pig  keeping  and  other  £inimal  complaints 

Nuisances  ... 

* • • « • « 

Public  Conveniences 

• # • 

Theatres,  Hotels  and  Places  of  Entertainment 

Rodent  Control  . , , 

• ^ ^ 

Schools  

• • • • « # 

Temporary  Dwellings 

Interviews  and  Visits  to  Housing  Applicants 
and  Tenants  of  Council  Houses 


# » % 


« • • 


« # « 


^ • 


0 0 0 


0 0 0 


0 0 0 


0 0 0 


0 0 0 


0 0 0 


0 0 0 


0 0 0 


0 0 0 


249 

12 

60 

170 

72 

21 

45 

41 

16 

7 

12 

20 

16 

14 

6 

10 

49 

16 

16 

417 


1,269 
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